2021
STORIES OF
REAWAKENING

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

• THE CHOSEN FAMILY
• A MISSIONAL BREWERY
• SCHOOL FOR ALL NATIONS
• IMAGO STAGE CO.

• NEW CLERGY & CHURCHES
• MISSIONAL PLANNING CONF.
• REAWAKENING CONFERENCE
AND MORE!

WELCOME TO THE ANGLICAN DIOCESE
IN NEW ENGLAND
Bishop Andrew Williams
A few weeks back I had the opportunity to meet Reverend Pat Smith in
person. Pat is now retired but she was the first woman priest in the diocese
of Rhode Island over forty years ago. Pat planted a church and pioneered a
healing prayer ministry that led to her speaking at conferences all over New
England - encouraging God’s people to minister in the love and power of the
Holy Spirit.
I asked Pat why she felt led to pioneer
this ministry. Her answer was clear.
It was the compassion she felt for
the broken, the bereaved and the
hurting. Pat vividly recalls a young
woman, from the earliest days of
her ministry, who was trapped in
addiction. As Pat began to pray for
her, the young woman interrupted
her and said, “Just give me Jesus.
Please show me Jesus.” She resolved
there and then to make this her life’s
work. Pat’s commitment and love
for Jesus has not wavered. And neither has her compassion for those who
don’t yet know Him.
Pat is one of our forerunners in Jesus Christ. Her life has been lived in the
slip stream of the Holy Spirit’s work across New England. Standing upon the
faithful shoulders of saints like Pat, we now have the privilege of bearing the
love of Jesus to those who do not yet know Him.
The apostle John wrote, “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of
them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have
room for the books that would be written.” I share John’s sentiments. The
stories that are collected here are a small offering of what Jesus is today doing
across the diocese. They are, however, a compelling testimony to the truth that
this tenacious, faithful labor of God’s love continues.
I pray they would bless and inspire you to take your place as sojourners in the
slip stream of His Spirit, participants in the great story of love and salvation
that is still being written across New England.
In His great love,
Bishop Andrew
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THE CHOSEN FAMILY: HOW A WEEKLY MEAL IN
ATTLEBORO IS TRANSFORMING LIVES
Two years ago Lori Taylor found herself needing a
family to pray with her and support her. Today,
weekly dinners in her home allow others to experience redeemed family in a healing community.
“Almost two years ago, I was in a spiritual crisis,”
Lori shared, “ I sought counsel from our rector, [the
Rev Canon Craig Vickerman,] who encouraged me
to pray and [process] with my Christian girlfriends.
Every Friday at my house after work we met to talk
and pray and have dinner. After a month, I knew
what God was saying, but we continued to meet and
began praying for other needs.”
For a while, this was just a group of friends meeting
in Lori’s home in North Attleboro until the unexpected realization arose in the group: “we need to
invite more people in.”

Lori Taylor cooking for her core group on Fridays.

Lori began what she calls “First Fires.” On the first
Friday of the month, she opens her backyard to
anyone who wants to come, whether friends, friends

of friends, or neighbors. When the weather’s bad, they
meet inside. Sometimes they sit and share and pray
until one in the morning! On the other Fridays, her
core group meets for dinner: they eat, share, laugh,
pray, hold each other accountable in love, and press
into deeper identity all around the dinner table…
and over time more keep coming.
This expansion to feeding more friends and their
friends has required some creative re-arrangement for
Lori. When they first started, things were already a
little cramped. When she felt called to expand the
size of the dinner group, she told the Lord, “I don’t
even have a dining room!” She soon felt prompted
to convert a third bedroom to a functional dining
room and brought an old table up from the basement
for just that purpose. More recently, she moved the
whole setup and converted her main living room to
the new dining room to add even more places at the
table!
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What makes this group so remarkable is that it has
multiplication in its DNA. Lori had told an original
attendee, Lori Nelson, to not cling to this; that God
would call her to start another group, and at a recent
dinner she was commissioned to go start her own
Friday group.

It’s not easy; it takes Lori most of Friday to bake her
homemade bread, prepare a nice dessert, start on the
main course, and bathe her home in prayer, but she
says it’s worth it when everyone arrives after a hard
work week and the Spirit starts to move. “I just sit
back and watch God work… He’s healing hearts; he’s
teaching us how to be a family… it’s like Thanksgiving Dinner every week, and there’s not a Friday night
I don’t go to bed full of joy and at peace.”

In addition to the Friday dinners, Lori also helps
lead a midweek Bible Study with some of the same
folks. Christine, one of the newer Christians in the
group, was preparing for the Bible Study while on a
break at her workplace. When her coworkers asked
what she was doing, she said it was her “homework,”
and began explaining why studying God’s Word had
become important to her. Christine now leads a Bible
study group with several of her coworkers, who are
becoming more interested in exploring faith and
church.

The sense of family is what really defines the unlikely
group: they call themselves “The Chosen Family.”
Lori explains, “no one in our core group grew up in
Christian families; we’ve all come from very challenging backgrounds, but we call it the Chosen Family
because we get to choose this family… none of us got
to choose the families we were born into, but here we
choose to show up, to be there for one another, to
really love each other!”

When asked what she specifically would like to share
with the diocese to encourage others, Lori enthusiastically responded, “[you] are all gifted with a talent!
It might be hospitality, or it might be something
else, but just letting God use you will result in so
much blessing - you and others you share with will
be blessed abundantly.”

Lori shared how just like a real family, things aren’t
always neat and uncomplicated. Sometimes arguments arise and emotions flare at the dinner table…
but she says, that is just an opportunity to learn how
to forgive and be forgiven, to really belong, to really
“do life together.”
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ST. NICHOLAS HOUSE: A NEW VISION FOR THE
CHILDREN OF BROOKLINE, NH
Rev. Brian Barry wasn’t looking to start a new chapter
of life and ministry, but in late 2019, the assistant
rector of Christ the Redeemer, Danvers received a
new and unexpected invitation to dream. He describes the experience as, “we went from exercising
contentment to having permission to imagine something else.”

asked to apply for a position in the special education
department.
This commitment to the flourishing of children and
family is at the heart of what the Barrys have discerned to be their purpose in Brookline: “inviting
children into a joy-filled, healing environment where
every child may know what it means to be deeply
treasured and freely loved by this house of hospitality
and prayer.” Just recently, they settled on a name for
this mission: St. Nicholas House. And, in the spirit
of the fourth century Nicholas of Myra, the environment is offered as a free gift to the children of the
community in the desire that every child may know
what it means to be deeply treasured and freely loved.

The imagination became reality as Rev. Brian, along
with his wife Jackie, and their 4 boys was led back
to the region of southern New Hampshire where
he spent his teenage years. They purchased a home
in the heart of Brookline, NH, and began praying
for the Lord to reveal to them the real needs of the
community around them. That prayer was quickly
answered by a plea from the local elementary school:
substitutes needed. Rev. Brian began work almost
immediately, and after about 6 weeks of faithfully
bringing a nurturing presence into the school, he was

The Barrys envision their home as a haven where
children are invited to step into a joy-filled atmosphere where they are loved unconditionally, whether
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appreciation for young children... We believe that his
presence among us will be of great help in jumpstarting our mission here.”

they come to visit the animals, tend the gardens,
create something in the workshop, bake, study, train
in karate, enjoy a barn party, play in the woods,
or simply enjoy a moment of peace. This focus on
creating and creation is viewed as essential and even
therapeutic, perhaps now more than ever as children
come out of a year marked by social isolation and
high screen-use.

In the meantime, Rev. Brian’s work at the school
continues. They make progress on improving their
farmhouse and barn to make it a welcoming space
when the pandemic lifts, and are gearing up for the
springtime work of planting gardens and preparing
spaces for animals.

When asked about leading a new congregation in
Brookline, Rev. Brian said they are more concerned
with building the mission than filling pews, that is, to
see ministry offered by a small mission congregation
who embrace the call to love and serve children in
Jesus’ Name. That said, they do seek to be a house
of prayer, in which the love of God is fanned into
flame in their own lives through daily, weekly, and
yearly rhythms of community prayer, guided prayer
retreats, children’s catechesis, and spiritual direction.

To stay updated on this work in Brookline, you
can follow the Barrys’ work and the mission of St.
Nicholas House via their facebook page.

Deacon Josh Eipper of CTR is also joining the
Barrys, living in St. Nicholas House and applying his
skills as a handyman and degree in agricultural engineering as the ministry is established. Rev. Brian
praised Deacon Josh, saying, “He embodies the way
of life we are seeking to follow here. He is a man of
prayer with a lifestyle of service. He has a genuine

Far Left: Caroling outside St. Nicholas House
Left: Rev. Brian and Jackie Barry hang icons in a room
they often use for daily and weekly prayer gatherings
Above: one of the Barry’s sons helping with rennovations.
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NEW VISION, STRATEGY EMERGES FROM ADNE’S
FIRST MISSIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE
In May, over 50 clergy and lay leaders from across
New England gathered to dream, strategize, and
collaborate together at the ADNE’s first Missional
Planning Conference. This two-day event was offered
for leading clergy of ADNE churches and missions
along with 1-2 of their key assisting leaders to answer
the two questions: what is God’s vision for the church
He has called us to lead, and how shall we put His
vision into action?

Bishop Andrew reflected on Isaiah 61:3 and Psalm
16:11, testifying to the desire of God to pour joy into
us, and his invitation to “ask for joy, to look for it
today - not tomorrow or when [things start getting
better for us]; to seek joy where He has hidden it
in the ordinary, allowing oneself to receive the gift
of His joy in the fullness of His presence.” Joy was
evident on the faces of those attending as old friends
reconnected in person after 6-12 months of distanced
or virtual connection, and nearly a dozen newcomers
to the diocese within the last year established new
relationships within the ADNE family.

Both days of the gathering began with morning
prayer led by Rev. Eliud Mwangi and Rev. Christine
Nakyeyune with musical worship led by the Rev. Cn.
Justin Howard and Frank Albert, and devotional reflections from Bishop Andrew Williams.

At the core of the conference attendees gathered
in four midsize groups to present their 12-month
missional strategies, receive feedback, and discuss
improvements. Groups were facilitated by the Rev.
Canons Justin Howard and Brian Bethke and Revs
Piper Runnion-Bareford and Drew Thurman.

The theme of joy was a particular emphasis for the
conference, especially after the challenges of the last
16 months. In the context of Friday’s morning prayer,
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provision over each team and the congregations they
represent.

At times, individual churches took time to consider
their “5-year dreams” or to assess their strengths,
weaknesses, threats, and opportunities before
reporting back to share with their midsize group.

When attendees came together for the main sessions,
several newer ministries presented ways they have
creatively engaged mission in their contexts. Revs.
Sean and Kate Norris of Dandelion Ministries
shared how engaging the arts have opened doors for
mission in past settings in which they ministered,
and how they hope to engage their new community
on Long Island. Rev. Dan and Carrie Wolf and Jono
Burke of Rise Church shared their recent success
with Discovery Bible Groups involving new and
unchurched connections in Portland, and how they
hope to serve the community by running children’s
summer sports camps.

For Rev. Steve Hoskins, this conference was his first
ADNE event since arriving from the diocese of the
Rocky Mountains in 2020. He remarked, “I’ve been to
many conferences on the topic of mission; the genius
of this conference’s design was its balance - it was a
great way to work together on our individual plans.
Bishop Andrew’s direction and the guided breakouts
provided helpful hands-on guidance without forcing
a one-size-fits-all approach.”
Since we acknowledge that all of our plans and
intentions are impossible without the empowering
and sustaining presence of God’s Spirit, groups took
time to pray prophetic promises, scripture passages,
and prayers for strengthening, joy, and supernatural

As the conference came to a close, over two dozen
missional plans arrayed with colorful paper
representing potential collaboration surrounded the
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cathedral’s altar as Bishop Andrew celebrated the
Holy Eucharist with Venerable Dorcas Albrecht
assisting. As each attendee came up to receive the
sacrament, they first declared what they were leaving
behind (self-doubt, isolation, the status quo, etc.)
and then declared what they were taking home from
the retreat (renewed confidence, supportive relationships, faith for new possibilities, etc.)

In one year, these leaders will reassemble to debrief
their missional plans and to look ahead to next steps.

Drew Thurman who served as a midsize group facilitator reflected, “I walked away from these two days
so utterly impressed with the ADNE and the people
that make it up. I’ve gotten to work with a number of
churches and networks on the topic of mission, and
often have been discouraged as it turns into a conversation about being attractional. These days with the
diocese were completely different, and I left inspired
by the commitment to prayer, to the Spirit, and the
desire to faithfully embody the Gospel in tangible
ways.”
Top image: Bishop Andrew Williams celebrates the Eucharist
surrounded by 12-month missional plans.

The event was a resounding success thanks to the
planning efforts of Rev. Lucy Albert, Elena Williams,
and the team of group leaders. Attendees were
nourished by meals and snacks prepared by Patty
Champion.

Bottom image: Ven. Dorcas Albrecht leads prayers.
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NEW CLERGY JOIN THE REAWAKENING
Rev. Laura Peckham
Gardener, ME

The Anglican Diocese in New England is glad to welcome
the Rev. Laura Peckham as a new resident priest.
Rev. Laura comes to the ADNE after nearly 10 years of
ordained ministry in the Episcopal Diocese of Maine, and
decades of service to her local parish and community, from
leading small groups to starting a clothing bank ministry
in the Augusta area.
Since becoming a Christian as a young adult, Rev. Laura’s
passion has been to read, study, and discuss the Scriptures
with others. In 2013 she was made priest in charge of a
small parish, and was delighted to find in them a similar
hunger for the Word. Ultimately, this passion for the
truth of Holy Scripture led her to the Anglican Church
in North America. Here, this mother of two and grandmother knows she knows she can encourage people new
to the faith to become confirmed and continue on the
path of discipleship. Prior to Covid-19, she gathered a
small group for Bible study and Eucharist and is looking
forward to reviving this in the future.
Deacon Tom Gilbert of Imago Dei Anglican Church in
Bangor spent several years serving alongside Rev. Laura,
and underwent a similar journey into our diocese three
years ago. He remarked, “I am rejoicing... she is a prayer
warrior and a very pastoral person.” One thing that always
stuck with him was her saying that, like Paul and Silas, “we
are to praise God at all times and in all circumstances.”
As a non-parochial priest, she currently serves as the
bereavement counselor for MaineGeneral Hospice, a
position the Lord led to her to at just the right time. For
just over a year after a patient passes, Rev. Laura checks in
with the bereaved to offer support and connect them with
further resources. It’s the perfect role for her supportive
caring personality. she says, “I’m right where I’m supposed
to be.”
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Rev. Arthur Peters & Rev. David Beaulac
Upstate New York

This Spring, our family of churches has expanded to include the “frontier”
of upstate New York, and we’re so happy to welcome two priests into
the diocese. Rev. Arthur Peters of Granville and Rev. David Beaulac of
Queensbury, are joining us from the Episcopal Diocese of Albany.

Rev. Arthur & Sue Peters

The two priests, ages 69 and 68 respectively, have a lot in common: both
were ordained in 2012; both have been bi-vocational (Rev. Arthur’s career
was in flooring sales and Rev. David was a supplier of hearing aids); they
both have been married for over 40 years. Regarding children, Rev. David
has two adult children living in New York, and while Rev. Arthur has no
biological children, he proudly shared that he has “40 boys in prison” – a
testament to the 18 years he spent in lay prison ministry. Lastly, they both
have a passion for teaching people how to encounter the Living God in
Holy Scripture.
It was their commitment to orthodoxy – the sanctity and truth of Holy
Scripture – that led these leaders (along with their Bishop, the Rt. Rev.
William Love) to leave the Episcopal diocese in February 2021. Being in
favor of women’s ordination, the priests turned to the ADNE for their
new spiritual home.

Rev. David “Dave” & Barb Beaulac

“I really had no idea what was going to happen,” said Rev. Arthur of his
decision to leave the Episcopal Church, but found that the entire parish
at Church of the Holy Spirit unanimously followed him into the ACNA.
They currently meet in a parishioner’s farmhouse but are exploring three
possible sites that will be more conducive to growth. When asked about
his future plans in ministry, Rev. Arthur shared, “I can do anything God
needs me to do as long as I’m preaching the Gospel and serving people in
need!”
Rev. David’s exit occurred about the same time, with 10 parishioners from
Holy Trinity Anglican following. For a few weeks they met in a local
carpet business’s showroom, but are moving into a shared space at Vantage
Pointe Church in Queensbury, where the pastor graciously initiated an
invitation some months ago, saying if ever they found themselves without
a building, they would be welcome there. Rev. David sees the potential
of this new space, describing their previous location as challenging and
without a lot of room for their three-streams community to grow, and he
sees this new chapter with the ADNE as a huge opportunity, “we are so
excited about the possibilities,” adding, “this is very much God’s project,
not mine.”
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NEW CHURCH LAUNCHES ON BOSTON’S
NORTH SHORE
On Trinity Sunday, the ADNE celebrated the launch
of our newest church: Trinity North Shore.

He was quick to point out that Trinity is not just
for young people, but anyone with an “openness to
adventure.”

This community, led by the Rev. Cn. Tim Clayton, is
eager to be on the North Shore for the North Shore.
Canon Tim explains, “we want to be a church that
meets the world embodying the incarnation of Jesus,
choosing to walk into the pain and the valid questions
of the world… [knowing] the answer to the world’s
questions is found in the person and work of Jesus.”

It’s an exciting vision, but the size of this call is clearly
unattainable without the Holy Spirit. Cn. Tim explained, “there are no easy or neutral spaces in our
culture today; both sides are saying ‘are you carrying
our flag?’… What we need most is humility and
courage and imagination to be both true to who we
are and present in self-giving love to those around
us.”

He is aware of changing spiritual landscape of this
region, citing the recent Gallop poll’s finding that for
the first time ever, American church membership has
fallen below 50%. He sees a younger generation that
is spiritually empty, without even a collective memory
of an implicit faith-based cultural framework. The
place to meet them, he says, is in the mission – to
show them: this is what we’re building; this is how
in Jesus we rediscover what it means to be human.

That missional zeal to meet the world’s pain and questions came through when we reached out to some of
their leaders like Senior Warden Josh Vanada: “One
of the things that excites me about joining the call to
join Trinity North Shore is its mission is to engage
the world by sharing the radical and ransformative
love of Jesus Christ with our head, heart, and hands.
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It does not shy away from the pressing issues of our
day, but seeks to engage genuinely, holding together
the reality of our individual and corporate brokenness with the wholeness made possible through the
creating, redeeming, and sanctifying work of our
Triune God.
To establish the culture of Trinity as a place where
Christian formation and the justice of the Kingdom
meets the deep questions of the world, the church
gathers for discussion each Sunday immediately following the Eucharist for “Community Conversations.” To set the stage for deeper conversations about
about the justice of the Kingdom, they began by discussing Rich Villodas’ book, “The Deeply Formed
Life.”

ready to be used by him for his glory on the North
Shore of Boston.

Jennifer Mahnke, another leader at Trinity North
Shore, said these discussions are what she likes most
about the culture they are establishing:

The Rev. Wendy Dixon, assisting priest at Trinity
North Shore echoed this sentiment:

… As we seek to grow as a church we’re doing so in
an intentional way around the areas of contemplative
rhythms, racial reconciliation, interior examination,
[wholeness of body, soul, and spirit], and missional
presence. We’re being challenged to grow individually and as a community in order to become a fuller
expression of God’s presence in the world and better

There’s a sense of freedom and expectation at Trinity
not only as we worship together but also when we
come together in Community Conversations afterwards. We want to bring Jesus, his heart and his ways,
to people on the North Shore of Boston. As we listen
and respond to the rhythms and calls of the Holy
Spirit, we’re now preparing ourselves to “go and do
the work the Lord has given us to do.
The community that’s gathered so far is a veritable
powerhouse of mission ready to tackle this work. Cn.
Tim testified, “I feel crazy blessed by having these
folks.” Minister of Music Michael Pritzl agreed, “it’s
amazing to me the number of incredible, gifted,
talented, compassionate, and loving people that have
been brought together at this moment and season of
our lives to serve here in New England.”
Michael has served alongside Cn. Tim for 8 years and
one of his greatest strengths is understanding
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that liturgy takes us all to deep places; as a result, his
music touches people from all backgrounds deeply
and brings glory to God. He describes Cn. Tim as a
kind, humble, and peaceful pastor and an excellent
teacher. As a professional musician, he added, “He
has always made me feel like part of the conversation,
and I like that Tim enjoys The Clash and U2 as much
as Beethoven and Bach.”

With rainy weather on Trinity Sunday, they moved
the service into the seminary’s chapel, where Bishop
Andrew preached on the believer’s invitation to fellowship with our Triune God. Surrounded by new
vestments and an altar frontal custom-made by
Amber Pritzl, the core leaders of this new church
were blessed and commissioned for this new work.
Please be in prayer for this new church as they step
into new mission and ministry on the North Shore.

In addition to Rev. Wendy’s “spirit of adventure,”
she also is gifted in prayer with “a deep heart for the
healing of body, spirit, and soul,” and is naturally
able to meet people from diverse backgrounds with a
kind, nurturing presence.
Canon Ross Kimball is another key part of the team,
and several people shared how honored they were
for him to come along with his gifts of experience,
wisdom, passion for the kingdom, and patience “like
a steady ship on a stormy sea.”
For a little over a month, they have gathered in a
pre-launch phase for Sunday worship, Eucharist,
and community conversation on the lawn of Gordon-Conwell Seminary where last fall’s Synod took
place. Surrounded by lawn chairs and a few favorite
canines, their worship is laying a solid groundwork.
Michael put it this way, “I am grateful that we have
a chance at Trinity to form a foundation of sung
worship built on soul and spirit, honesty and brokenness, beauty and truth… it’s not about performance,
instead, it’s about open hearts and open lives.”
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL OVERCOMES OBSTACLES TO
CONTINUE QUALITY EDUCATION
For Rev. Geoff and Blanca Little, navigating their
church through Covid-19 was only half the battle;
this ministry couple has done an exceptional
job leading their school through the educational
challenges a pandemic poses to children and families
of New Haven, CT.
All Nations Christian Academy, now in its fourteenth
year of providing inner-city, low-income families with
the opportunity for high-quality private Christian
education, has maintained an enrollment of just
under 30 elementary-age students this academic year.
Rev. Geoff, who serves as Director of Operations says
25-30 students is typical, adding “we have no space
for more students, but we do not have a waiting list
either.”
This size is usually a great advantage for learning
since the student-teacher ratio is a remarkable 8:1

to maximize student learning, however, it has posed
some unexpected challenges due to the pandemic.
Rev. Geoff explained, “we don’t have the space for
strict cohorting that might permit a partial suspension
of classes after Covid-19 exposure. So far this year we
have had to shut down the entire school for three
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weeks due to confirmed exposure in the school from
students or teachers. Even so, we have been open
twenty weeks, and that’s more than any other school
I know about in the city of New Haven.”

who support the school now more than ever. If you
are interested in learning more about the vision of All
Nations Academy or would like to help support their
vision to provide accelerated learning opportunities
and Christian Living instruction to elementary
school children in New Haven, please visit their
website: www.christianelementaryschool.org

While All Nations Academy did go to online-only
instruction for the last four months of the 2019-2020
academic year, they found a way forward for in-person
learning when school regathered in September. They
take every recommended precaution for Covid-19
prevention, and Fr. Geoff noted the students’
cooperation in wearing masks and observing “boring”
restrictions is encouraging.
Since the precautionary measures have been so well
implemented, the school’s governing body along with
staff and parents have courageously advocated to
keep the school open despite being in a community
where closing is the default course of action (New
Haven public schools are only just now beginning to
adopt limited in-person classes.) But as long as safety
is followed, this is an education worth safeguarding:
in addition to an accelerated learning curriculum,
the school seeks the flourishing of their students’
whole selves with worship and Bible teaching every
day, singing and dancing, and daily instruction
in Christian conflict resolution and character
development.
Much of the school’s success is attributed to the
passion of Academics Director Blanca Little, whose
fingerprints are everywhere seen and felt in the life of
the school.
When asked about their future vision, the main
desire was that All Nations Academy carries on as
a winsome witness to the Gospel of Christ in New
Haven for years and years to come. As Rev. Geoff
and Blanca have prayed into how to make more of
an impact, they are exploring what it would look like
to replicate the intimate and supportive environment
of All Nations Academy in other communities of
greater New Haven and beyond.

Top left: Rev. Geoff administering ashes to a kindergarten student
from an Ethiopian family on Ash Wednesday.
Bottorm left: Blanca Little welcomes students back to school.
Top right: Blanca Little teaching students online.

One final encouragement of this season is the tenacity
of their prayer warriors and the generosity of donors

Bottom right: All Nations outdoor graduation
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A PLACE OF HEALING: THE MISSIONAL VISION
BEYOND A COMMUNITY BREWERY
Each time we had sixty people show up to our home.
We were welcoming new people, hearing people’s
stories, and getting the chance to pray for people
outside the church.” explained Trevor Gordon of St.
Albans, Maine and leader at Imago Dei Anglican
Church.
He wasn’t talking about a Bible study, small group,
or Alpha course he ran; he was talking about his beer
tastings.

wife Heather acquired the equipment needed to
increase production. Their sons Jonathan, Ian, and
son-in-law Matt helped regularly with the brewing
process, and with this increase in output, the tasting
nights took off as friends, coworkers, and their
connections showed up around once a quarter, filling
their home with a diverse collection of businessmen,
mechanics, reservemen, engineers, welders, and stayat-home moms, all rubbing shoulders and enjoying
an as-diverse assortment of brews.

Trevor, vice president of a telecommunications
consulting firm, began brewing beer as a hobby in
2006 with friend Gordon Nute. The few batches a
year they produced were brewed in 5-gallon buckets
in an attached garage, bottled on the kitchen
table, slapped with the homemade label “Gordon’s
Grog,” and passed out here and there to family
members and friends. Over time, Trevor and his

In the fall of 2019, the Gordons officially broke ground
to construct the Gordon’s Grog Brewery building on
property adjacent to their home, and in the spring of
2021, the doors opened. Many might see this is as
an all-too-familiar story of skilled homebrewers with
an entrepreneurial spirit (the State of Maine has the
highest number of breweries per capita in the nation
with one brewery for every
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8654 people) but for the Gordons, the purpose isn’t
to build a thriving business: it’s to develop a healing
presence in their rural community.

nearby and are also gifted in prophetic and healing
ministry. Heather is also a knowledgeable herbalist
and provides tinctures and salves to those in need.

Trevor is quick to tell anyone who asks, it’s not about
the brewery. “People ask me all the time what’s my
business plan for developing the brewery. I tell them I
don’t have one. I’m not doing this to make money; it’s
not about that. I’ll be happy if we cover the materials
and the utilities.” He says other brewers ask what his
strategy is for distributing, and they’re shocked when
he tells them he isn’t; he isn’t bottling, and he even
discourages growler (64 oz bottle) sales because the
Gordons want people to come, to sit with them, to
share their story, and hopefully receive healing and
wholeness in community as they come to faith.

Their vision is inspired by historic models of
monasticism - where individuals and families lived
in community with rhythms of work (often brewing)
and prayer - and contemporary communities such
as Ffald y Brenin, a remote Welsh retreat center
and “thin place” that draws thousands of visitors
to experience the presence and healing of God. For
years, members of the Gordon family have received
prophetic words that pieced this vision together, and
now things seem to be gaining traction.

The reason why the brewery doesn’t have an impressive
strategy in and of itself is because there is a bigger
vision here: an Abbey. Trevor, Heather, their adult
children, and even their grandchildren all describe a
place marked by the presence of God, a place where
the surrounding region knows there is a rhythm
of work and prayer happening and there is always
someone present who can stop what they’re doing
and offer prayer. In addition to Trevor and Heather,
their daughter Erin and daughter-in-law Lucy live

Every Thursday night they gather for worship in the
brewery, offering prayer ministry to whoever shows
up, and interceding for the region. When Covid-19
restrictions forced their congregation, Imago Dei, to
disperse into 5 regional chapel sites, the just-finished
brewery was able to host one of the chapels with an
altar set up along one wall and the musicians set up
behind the bar. Eventually, this chapel site began
drawing worshippers who lived even further west up to 50 miles from the church in areas with little
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Gospel witness. For this reason, St. Albans worships
out of the brewery as an Imago Dei chapel every other
week. When patrons point to the keyboard near a
“beer blessing prayer” on the wall and ask if there’s
live music, they are invited to Sunday morning.
“I see them as a kingdom outpost holding watch
on the frontier,” says Scott DeLong of Imago Dei.
“The Lord led the saints of old to build vibrant
communities at the furthest reaches of ‘civilization’
in places like Celtic Britain and the deserts of North
Africa. Our state’s population is the most rural, the
oldest, the 2nd-least churched, and so on. It makes
sense for the Lord to build His Church here, and to
use the brewery culture inherent to this region to call
people out of their loneliness, need, brokenness, and
the increasing suspicion of the Church as an establishment.”
While there aren’t yet dramatic stories of patrons
coming to a saving faith over their glass of ale, the
seeds of reawakening are being planted each time
someone shares their struggles and hopes to the
family between sips. The ADNE values the kind of
risk-taking, creativity, and employment of interests
and skills to Kingdom mission exhibited by the
Gordons.
For many in a region so burdened by sin and death,
a trip to this brewery might just end up being “good
for what ale’s ya.”
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INNOVATIVE “DIGITAL MISSION TRIP” HELPS NEW
CHURCH PLANT LAUNCH THEIR MISSION
Every day fifty-five people from around the country
stop and pray for Rise Church and the people of
Portland, Maine, at 10:02 a.m. That time of day
harkens to Luke 10:02 where Jesus instructs his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the laborers
are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest fields.” God
answered this prayer for laborers in an unexpected
and exciting way.

Adam suggested, “What if we put together a Digital
Mission Trip made up of tech-savvy volunteers? We
could build you a website and do it all via Zoom
without people having to leave their homes.” Quickly
the idea turned into a reality. A team was assembled
and began meeting weekly leading up to the trip
for discipleship, planning logistics, and learning
about and praying for Portland, then the team of
six worked with Dan to build the website and create
a promotional video for the church. Even though
most of them never met in person, God showed up
and worked in powerful ways.

Rev. Dan Wolf, the head planter for Rise Church
– one of ADNE’s newest plants – was talking
about practical needs for this new kingdom work
with Adam Flynn, the Pastor of Multiplication
at The Church of Eleven22, one of their partner
churches in Florida. Due to pandemic restrictions,
sending physical mission teams to Maine was nearly
impossible. But as Covid-19 caused both new people
to leave larger cities and move to Maine and local
Portlanders asking new questions about meaning and
God, they began discussing the immediate need for
building a website as a doorway for the community.

Ray Kistemaker, a website designer said, “I design
websites for a living and didn’t expect these skills to
align with a mission trip. This digital mission trip is a
great reminder that God is involved in all areas of our
lives. Our creator truly is creative in how he furthers
his kingdom.”
Also, it was a great opportunity for the Florida-based
team to learn about the Gospel needs and opportunities in Portland and New England. Maria West, a
copywriter said, “I learned that mission trips aren’t
only for [foreign countries] or impoverished parts
of our own country. Even regular, desirable towns
can be lacking access to gospel truth. In this case
with New England, it takes an even more intentional approach to relationships before shoving truth
in people’s faces. I am thankful to have been a part
of it by creating website messaging that portrays a
safe community where questions, imperfection, and
doubts are welcome with open arms.” From this
experience, two of the team members have actually
started a business called Sunday-Sites.com to serve
churches in building websites.
This Digital Mission Trip was a great example of
how God has transformed paradigms and spurred on
innovation during this pandemic.
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REDEMPTION IN THE SPOTLIGHT: THE TRANSFORMING
ARTS MINISTRY OF IMAGO STAGE COMPANY
“Lord, how do you want me to use this new energy
in my life?” prayed Tess McKinley, as a long season
of Lyme disease came to an end. At first, the experienced actress, director, and teacher was afraid to even
acknowledge the answer. She reflected, “do you ever
have a desire so deep and precious you dare not speak
it?” For Tess, that desire was to create a redemptive
theater company that would produce classic works
that share the Gospel story without preaching it; a
welcoming theater where both the churched and unchurched could encounter redemption through the
arts. For some time, she held that unspoken desire
until she began actively praying into it during the
season of Advent. “In so many ways,” Tess shared, “I
really sensed the Lord was saying, ‘This is what I want
you to do. This is what stirs you. This is your passion,
and I want you to follow it.’”

The first production performed was a musical adaptation of A Tale of Two Cities, which featured a number
of musically skilled members of Christ the Redeemer
Anglican Church and Tess’s husband Daniel, who is
CTR’s Minister of Music. Because the goal is to both
highlight the themes of redemption and engage the
arts with excellence, Tess is very selective of the theatrical adaptation the company performs, and for a
while, she wondered if her dream would ever get off
the ground. For a while, she couldn’t find a version
that seemed to fit. Then she was missing an actor for
an essential male role of Dr. Manette, but the Lord’s
call was confirmed when he provided everything
needed - a perfect script and a phenomenal actor to produce the show. It was more than a success; of
course, it was well-done, but those who attended the
show actually understood her vision and wanted to
join it. With a bigger team, a musical adaptation of
Jane Eyre followed, again successful.
When Covid-19 caused most theater companies to
lie dormant, Imago Stage Co. decided to produce a
“radio-style” version of The Count of Monte Cristo.
While it didn’t have the same excitement as performing before a live audience, it gave the group an opportunity to develop their skills and grow as a team:
“It stretched everyone in the ensemble in ways we
never would have grown otherwise.”
This fall, Imago Stage Co. is moving beyond just performance and is offering classes to anyone in the community on various aspects of theater: acting, dance,
and singing for both children and adults, as well as
improvisation, costuming, and stagecraft. “I especially want to raise up teens and children so they have
some interest in theater, as well as skills and ability,”
Tess shared. She also has vision for both children’s and
family theater, and wants to bring staged readings to
senior citizens and those in nursing homes. In March
of 2022, they will perform a musical adaptation of
Pride & Prejudice.
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stories because the desire for redemption, healing,
renewal, and rebirth is deep in the heart of every
person.” Imago Stage Co. sees their work as to present
the stories, and they trust the work of the Holy Spirit
to bring the transformation.

When asked about the choice of name, Tess explained,
the imago stage is the developmental point at which
an organism reaches full maturity after a time of deep
restructuring. For example, when an adult butterfly
emerges in its final form after the process of metamorphosis ends, or, in psychology when an external
figure has had an impact on someone’s transformation into full maturity of personhood. In that sense,
the company’s name reflects its purpose: to use the
power of stories to encourage renewal, redemption,
and transformation in both an audience and in those
who act.

Lastly, it isn’t all just about the time between curtain
up and the finale. If you peek backstage or show up
to a rehearsal, you will see actors praying beforehand
that their skills and talents would bring glory to God.
You will also see new unchurched actors begin testing
the waters for what it looks like to belong in a faithbased community that pursues excellence in work. In
short, the goal of transformation is not just for the
audience, it is for all involved.

Imago Stage Co. is an arts ministry of Christ the
Redeemer Anglican Church in Danvers, MA but you
will not find them producing a “Christian play” or
ending the show with an altar call. You will, however,
encounter powerful art that tells the stories of redemption the world so desperately wants to experience. Tess explains, “for all the people that worship
on Sunday morning, probably double that watch
Netflix, go to the movies, etc. on Sundays. We all
want story. We can see things through story that are
otherwise too perplexing for us. Every good story
is the story of redemption, and we are so drawn to

So far, there are about 20 actors and 6-10 people
involved in backstage or front-of-house work, but
Tess assures there is plenty of room for more, especially those skilled in administration and marketing
to take the group to the next level. If you would like
to learn more about joining the company, taking a
class, or attending a future production please visit:
https://imagostage.org

Tess McKinley has performed in 50+ productions from
NYC stages to regional theaters. For 14 years she has
taught English and theater to middle and high school
students.
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THE 2021 REAWAKENING CONFERENCE
On the morning of October 8, just under 200 people
(including 80 clergy) from all over New England
gathered at Northpoint Bible College in Haverhill,
MA for the ADNE’s 2021 Reawakening Conference.
The two years following the ADNE’s 2019 Synod
have seemed long and tumultuous for many of our
churches in New England. Last year, the diocese
gathered on the lawn of Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary for an outdoor morning worship service,
but this year, Bishop Andrew wanted to provide a
more comprehensive opportunity to not only worship
and fellowship together as a family of churches, but
to invest in our region’s lay people and clergy - those
on the front lines - by providing more scriptural
teaching, prayer ministry, and practical equipping
over two days.

led the room in singing Usikiaye Maombi in both
English and Swahili; on the second day, Rev. Piper
Runnion-Bareford and Rev. Evan Pillsbury performed
Bach’s Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring on harp and cello.
Prayer was led by Rev. Paul Thuo, Rev. Amy Howard,
and Ms. Carrie Wolf with various ADNE lay leaders
and youth reading.

It was Bishop Andrew’s hope that, by God’s grace,
those who attended would experience personal
reawakening in their own lives along with fresh vision
and tools to bring reawakening to New England.
The conference began both days with Morning Prayer
and included Evening Prayer on Friday night. Each
session began with a call to worship: Dave Edwards set
the stage for the conference by singing Rich Mullins’
Creed over those in attendance; that evening, Rev.
Paul Thuo, Edith Mercy Kanuthia, and Anne Wilson

Dave Edwards, a good friend of the diocese, was
welcomed as this year’s conference worship leader.
Dave is a renowned music director that has worked
with some of the world’s top talent, but his main
passion is to equip artists in the pursuit of spiritually
building up the church through worship arts
and music ministry. This passion shone through
everything he did, and his intentionality to bring out
the best talent in others allowed our musicians
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and vocalists to lead with a unified sound. One such
musician, Kathryn Miller, reflected, “Dave’s gifted
ability to bring a wide variety of people and their
music together made it such a joy to work and worship
with him. I was surprised to read his impressive bio
after I had already discovered what a fun and humble
musician and leader he is!” Kathryn concluded
Friday’s evening prayer with her new arrangement of
a traditional collect: For Your Love’s Sake, a song she
had introduced to the diocese early in the pandemic
when the Williamses led daily compline via Zoom.
Earlier in the day, Rev. Sean Norris led the conference
in exalting Jesus with his original hymn-like anthem,
Hail to the Risen King.

NH through afterschool programs such as martial
arts training, gardening, and catechesis. Lori Taylor
described how the Lord is working through a healing
community gathered around her dining table. Rev.
Gabrielle Beam testified to the great work being
done through Mary of Bethany Anglican Mission’s
partnership with the churches of Bridgeport, CT:
youth are coming to faith through VBS and literacy
programs; area churches are teaming up to share the
gospel with every household in the city within two
years. In addition, the ADNE welcomed the Rev. Lyn
Baker, a deacon who recently moved to Vermont.
The Rt. Rev. Todd Hunter, Bishop of the Diocese,
Churches for the Sake of Others, was the special
guest speaker for the conference and presented three
thoughtful plenary sessions. The first titled, “The
Supremacy of Christ in Life and Ministry,” was an
exhortation to let Christ truly be our Teacher in
addition to Savior and Lord, trusting that the pattern
of living he reveals is the best way to be human.

During the Daily Offices, Bishop Andrew brought
fresh devotionals from the Scriptures. Reflecting on 1
Samuel 18:5-9, he exhorted the ADNE - especially as
it gathered together after the varying effects of the last
year - to reject unhealthy comparison and competition
that robs us of joy and peace, and to instead receive
God’s vision for our life in his Kingdom as those
belonging to his flock. On Saturday morning, he
spoke from 2 Chronicles 26:3-21, encouraging us to
rest in the atoning work of Christ rather than offering
“strange fire” attempts to re-earn favor with God. As
one clergyperson related, “his reflections were spot
on in terms of what I needed to hear.”
At various points in the conference, some of our
“heroes on mission” shared testimonies of God’s work
in their respective ministries. Rev. Brian Barry gave
an update on the planting of St. Nicholas House,
a new ministry serving the children of Brookline,

His evening session, “The Person and Work of the
Holy Spirit in Life and Ministry,” was an invitation
to receive again the person of the Holy Spirit as one
who mediates the presence and ministry of Christ to
us and through us. The final session, “The Church
at the Intersection of Gospel and Culture” gave a
paradigm for contextualized mission to a post-Christian culture. If you would like more from Bishop
Todd, check out his newest book, Deep Peace.
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At the end of Friday night’s session, Bishop Todd
gave an invitation to prayer ministry for those who
felt particularly burnt-out, wounded, or in need of
healing after the last 18+ months. A prayer team
organized by the Rev. Amy Howard along with all
three bishops in attendance prayed for freedom and
restoration as leaders reawakened to the vision and
joy surrounding their first call to ministry. We give
thanks for testimonies like these:

(parenting, pastoring the next generation, leadership
& gender), or reawakening an unchurched culture via
outward mission (prophecy, discovery bible studies,
healing/deliverance ministry, etc.)
Feedback collected after the conference affirmed that
by and large the workshops were excellently presented
and inspiring.
“I attended Rev. Dan Wolf ’s workshop ‘Starting a
Movement,’ and since then, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
I have started taking a walk through my neighborhood
every day to pray for my neighbors.”

“I knew I was coasting, but I hadn’t realized just how
lifeless and weary and beaten my soul was. The conference
was like a breath of fresh air that brought emotional
healing and renewed vision. I became friends with God
all over again.”

“Rev. Amy Howard explained healing ministry in the
most logical way I have ever heard. For once it didn’t
sound like Christian voodoo. I’m seriously and prayerfully
considering following up on her workshop.”

“The Spirit leading Bishop Todd to invite ‘those who have
been hurt in ministry’ and ‘those who feel like they’ve
lost something they were passionate about in ministry
and fear they’ll never get it back’ was very powerful for
me. I was described by both. Even though I had walked
through forgiveness with the past hurts and betrayals I
have experienced over the years, many of the emotions
were still there. Receiving prayer for those wounded
places again brought great comfort to me. I felt specifically addressed and known by the Lord.”

“Drew Thurman’s workshop gave me language for how
the Lord seems to be forming my church and presented a
larger kingdom context for it.”
“I appreciated how [the conference] kept the topics
focused on encountering God, discipling others, and
creative missional engagement - things we so desperately
need here in New England.”

“I was burning out and tired, ‘like butter, stretched over
too much bread.’ The prayer ministry time at the end of
Friday was really necessary for me. I was able to open
myself to the Holy Spirit and get prayed over.”

The conference culminated in Saturday afternoon’s
celebration of Holy Eucharist. Clergy, vested in albs
and stoles, processed in to the hymn, “Come Thou
Fount” and sung worship continued with songs such
as “Who You Say I Am” and “No Longer Slaves.”

To maintain a cohesive conference experience, a
diverse collection of workshops were offered based
around the theme of “reawakening,” whether that
was creating space for reawakening within our own
souls (creative art response, rule of life), promoting
reawakening within our families and churches

Bishop Andrew preached from Matthew 18:1-5,
presenting Jesus’ invitation to return to a wholehearted, childlike love of God distinguished by three
humilities: the humility of trust, the humility
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of restored intimacy, and the humility of surrender;
to live faithfully in a dark world confident in our
identity as children of God.
As this conference took the place of the usual
diocesan Synod worship and ministry celebration,
ADNE clergy took this opportunity to renew their
ordination vows as lay people in attendance stretched
out their hands in prayer for God’s grace to strengthen
and equip these leaders for the work ahead.
Bishop Andrew presented his Building for the
Kingdom Award to Rev. Geoff and Blanca Little
for their faithful leadership at All Nations Christian
Academy. For over 14 years, All Nations Christian
Academy has provided inner-city, low-income families
with high-quality private Christian education.
Blanca, “the heartbeat of the school,” was unable to
attend, but Rev. Geoff graciously accepted the award
and gave testimony to the enduring impact the school
has on the students. An offering was taken to fund
the work of All Nations during a jazzy rendition of
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name by Dave Edwards.

He wasn’t alone in the sentiment. Again and again,
we heard from attendees: it was so good to be
together. One leader spoke of a meal taken with
someone from literally the other end of the diocese:
“The Friday night dinner break gave us a chance to
grab sushi with newfound friends from another state
in our diocese, giving us a glimpse of how the Lord
is moving all around New England.” At every break,
attendees gathered outside to meet or reconnect with
others.
As the biggest event the ADNE has run in years, the
Reawakening Conference was a resounding success.
The diocese is so grateful for the hard work of so
many volunteers - this was truly a team win. Kathryn
Miller of Pittsfield, Maine was the Reawakening
Conference coordinator (as Bishop Todd remarked
in awe, she can administrate and lead worship!) and
the person that put most of our plans into action.
Canon Ross Kimball, Elena Williams, and Scott
DeLong made up the rest of the core planning team
that met regularly. The team would also like to thank
all those who provided helpful feedback to make next
year’s fall conference even better.
The success of the conference is perhaps best summed
up in the words of one of our ADNE clergy, “I don’t
know when I experienced a better conference in my
10+ years at the ADNE. [It was] all about as good
as I have experienced. By God’s grace, the churches,
clergy, and people of the ADNE have been strengthened in word and Spirit for what is next in our mutual
Kingdom calling and life together in Christ.”

Bishop Andrew celebrated the Holy Communion
with Bishop Bill Murdoch concelebrating at an
altar carefully prepared by the Rev. Wendy Dixon
and Dcn. Samuel Alberty. Bishop Andrew gave the
final blessing, but not before he and Elena received
spontaneous blessings from the diocese first. As one
leader remarked, “before this conference, I hadn’t
really done much with the rest of the diocese, but
during this conference I realized: this is my family.”

To God be the glory! Amen.
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